Loving God, Loving People—Mark 12:28-34
Two Questions:
1) Who are you? What makes you who you are? What is your story? What people,
experiences and circumstances have shaped the way you view and understand God, the
world and the people around you?

2) What is one issue or topic that disgusts you, makes you mad, or makes your blood boil?
What is the worst “sin” issue you can think of? Who is a person or what is a people group
that if you were in the same room as them, you would do everything you can to get out of
that room as fast as you can because you just can’t stand to be in the same vicinity?
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Background
Sanhedrin—

Herodians—

Pharisees---

Sadducees—
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Scribes—

Jewish (Palestinian) Social Classes
1) Upper Class—

***NO MIDDLE CLASS
2) Lower Class—
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Other people groups
1) Expendables

2) Unclean/Degraded

Honor and Shame Culture
Honor and shame are the keys to success, respect, and security (or the lack thereof).
1) Honor

2) Shame

*When one person or people group is honored, another person or people group is shamed.
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Mark 12:28
One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them
a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”
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Mark 12:29-30 and Deuteronomy 6:1-9
Mark 12:29-30 “The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel: The Lord
our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind and with all your strength.'”
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed
me to teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 2 so that you,
your children and their children after them may fear the LORD your God as long as you live by
keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life. 3
Hear, Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase
greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your ancestors,
promised you. 4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments
that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get
up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the
doorframes of your houses and on your gates.
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Mark 12:31 and Leviticus 19:9-18
Mark 12:31 “The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment
greater than these."
Leviticus 19:9-18 "'When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of
your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10 Do not go over your vineyard a second time
or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the foreigner. I am the LORD
your God. 11 "'Do not steal. "'Do not lie. "'Do not deceive one another. 12 "'Do not swear falsely
by my name and so profane the name of your God. I am the LORD. 13 "'Do not defraud or rob
your neighbor. "'Do not hold back the wages of a hired worker overnight. 14 "'Do not curse the
deaf or put a stumbling block in front of the blind, but fear your God. I am the LORD. 15 "'Do not
pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge your
neighbor fairly. 16 "'Do not go about spreading slander among your people. "'Do not do anything
that endangers your neighbor's life. I am the LORD. 17 "'Do not hate a fellow Israelite in your
heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not share in their guilt. 18 "'Do not seek revenge
or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the
LORD.”
Suzerainty-vassal covenant
Suzerain—

Vassal--

Elements of a Suzerainty-vassal covenant
1) Preamble

2) Historical Prologue
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3) Main body
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Mark 12:32, Deuteronomy 4:32-40, Isaiah 45:4-7 and 12-14, and Isaiah 46:5-10
Mark 12:32 "Well said, teacher," the man replied. "You are right in saying that God is one and
there is no other but him.”
Deuteronomy 4:32-40 “Ask now about the former days, long before your time, from the day
God created human beings on the earth; ask from one end of the heavens to the other. Has
anything so great as this ever happened, or has anything like it ever been heard of? 33 Has any
other people heard the voice of God speaking out of fire, as you have, and lived? 34 Has any god
ever tried to take for himself one nation out of another nation, by testings, by signs and wonders,
by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, or by great and awesome deeds, like all the
things the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your very eyes? 35 You were shown these
things so that you might know that the LORD is God; besides him there is no other. 36 From
heaven he made you hear his voice to discipline you. On earth he showed you his great fire, and
you heard his words from out of the fire. 37 Because he loved your ancestors and chose their
descendants after them, he brought you out of Egypt by his Presence and his great strength, 38 to
drive out before you nations greater and stronger than you and to bring you into their land to give
it to you for your inheritance, as it is today. 39 Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the
LORD is God in heaven above and on the earth below. There is no other. 40 Keep his decrees and
commands, which I am giving you today, so that it may go well with you and your children after
you and that you may live long in the land the LORD your God gives you for all time.”
Isaiah 45:4-7 “For the sake of Jacob my servant, of Israel my chosen, I summon you by name
and bestow on you a title of honor, though you do not acknowledge me. 5 I am the LORD, and
there is no other; apart from me there is no God. I will strengthen you, though you have not
acknowledged me, 6 so that from the rising of the sun to the place of its setting people may know
there is none besides me. I am the LORD, and there is no other. 7 I form the light and create
darkness, I bring prosperity and create disaster; I, the LORD, do all these things.”
Isaiah 45:12-14 “It is I who made the earth and created mankind on it. My own hands stretched
out the heavens; I marshaled their starry hosts. 13 I will raise up Cyrus in my righteousness: I will
make all his ways straight. He will rebuild my city and set my exiles free, but not for a price or
reward, says the LORD Almighty." 14 This is what the LORD says: "The products of Egypt and
the merchandise of Cush, and those tall Sabeans-- they will come over to you and will be yours;
they will trudge behind you, coming over to you in chains. They will bow down before you and
plead with you, saying, 'Surely God is with you, and there is no other; there is no other god. '"
Isaiah 46:5-10 “"With whom will you compare me or count me equal? To whom will you liken
me that we may be compared? 6 Some pour out gold from their bags and weigh out silver on the
scales; they hire a goldsmith to make it into a god, and they bow down and worship it. 7 They lift
it to their shoulders and carry it; they set it up in its place, and there it stands. From that spot it
cannot move. Even though someone cries out to it, it cannot answer; it cannot save them from
their troubles. 8 "Remember this, keep it in mind, take it to heart, you rebels. 9 Remember the
former things, those of long ago; I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none
like me. 10 I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. I
say, 'My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.”
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Map Overview of the Old Testament
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Mark 12:33, 1 Samuel 15:22-23, Hosea 6:6 and Micah 6:6-8
Mark 12:33 To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your
strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and
sacrifices."
1 Samuel 15:22-23 But Samuel replied: "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices as much as in obeying the LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better
than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of
idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, he has rejected you as king."
Hosea 6:6 For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt
offerings.
Micah 6:6-8 With what shall I come before the LORD and bow down before the exalted God?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the LORD be
pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of olive oil? Shall I offer my firstborn
for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 8 He has shown you, O mortal,
what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to
walk humbly with your God.

14

Mark 12:34
When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom
of God." And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions.
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Luke 10:25-37
On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do
to inherit eternal life?" 26 "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?" 27 He
answered, "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' " 28 "You have answered
correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live." 29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he
asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 30 In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from
Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat
him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road,
and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to
the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came
where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged
his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an
inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper.
'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may
have.' 36 "Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of
robbers?" 37 The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told him, "Go
and do likewise."
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